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in England. In this work he traces his mother's family the Hamiltons, of 
North Carolina, with just a slight hitch, occurring about 1655, to quite as 
remote a period in Scotland. The line begins with Sir Walter Fitz Gilbert 
de Hamilton, of Cadyow, in Lanarkshire living in 1292, and comes down 
through the Hamiltons of Orbiston and Dalzell, the Hamiltons of Park- 
head, and the Hamiltons of Eastquater and Burnside. The immediate 
American emigrant was Patrick Hamilton, born May 5, 1789, at Burnside, 
Scotland, to which the family moved from Eastquarter. He came with his 
four brothers to America and settled in Granville County, North Carolina, 
where they carried on a successful mercantile business. He married Mary 
Eaton Baskerville, daughter of William Baskerville, of Mecklenburg, Va. 
His daughter Isabella Alston Baskerville married H. E. C. Baskerville, and 
they were the author's parents. Alexander Hamilton born March 18, 1851, 
died February 4, 1916) distinguished as a lawyer in Petersburg, Va., 
was a son of Robert Hamilton, the author's uncle. 

With Americans of Past and Present Days. By J. J. Jusserand, Ambassa- 
dor of France to the United States, New York, Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1916. 

In this work Ambassador Jusserand brings out very successfully the 
connection of the French with the American Republic. The French army 
under the great Rochambeau enabled us to achieve independence at York- 
town. A great French sculptor Houdon gave us the finest statue of 
Washington. A great French engineer, Major Pierre Charles L'Enfant, 
furnished the design of the new American Capital City. The author is a 
thorough historian, and is cautious enough in his statement of facts. The 
work is a timely and interesting one. 

Chemistry in America: Chapters from the History of the Science in the 
United States. By Edgar F. Smith, Blanchard, Professor of Chem- 
istry, University of Pennsylvania. Illustrated. D. Appleton and 
Company, New York and London. 

In this book which is handsomely prepared, Dr. Smith presents the 
reader with a most interesting account of the development of Chemistry 
in America. Philadelphia was the headquarters of this science, and the 
sketches he gives are largely of men connected with that great city. 
Among the most distinguished chemists was Robert Hare, who had a brief 
connection with William and Mary College. Besides being a great 
chemist, Thomas Cooper was a great writer on politics, and Dr. Smith 
calls attention to the fact that he was the real originator of the phrase 
popularized by Lincoln : "This is a government of the people, by the 
people, and for the people." The work, while not a complete history of 
chemistry in America, is, nevertheless, of profound interest and genuine 
importance to every chemist. Among the men who did the earliest original 
work in chemistry in America was the active James Madison, President of 



